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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

NABS 19th Annual Summit 2009 
 

PADI **** Pathfinder Magazine * * * * Dutch Springs ****    Lake Rawlings 
Richmond Redevelopment Group and Housing Authority 

Discovery Diving * * * * Black Beard Cruises ****    UNEXSO 
Our Lucaya Reef, Sheridan, and Golf and Beach resort 

 
 

Aquatic Voyagers Scuba Club of New York 
Atlantic Rangers 

Michigan African-American Scuba Klub 
Underwater Adventure Seekers 
2009 NABS’ Officer Candidates 

 
 

NABS Summit Committee 
Rufus Meyers, Chairman 

Charlene Buchanan 
Carlyn R. Cole 
Vicki Hardy 
Clifton Hicks 
Martha Role 
Kim Terrell 

 
  



 
 

Message from the 2009 Summit Committee 

 

Greetings and welcome to Freeport, Grand Bahama!  Welcome to an opportunity to immerse 
yourself into the local culture and understand why “It is better in the Bahamas.” 

 

Considering the continued downturn in the economy worldwide, the National Association of 

Black Scuba Divers appreciates, and does not take lightly, your investment and commitment to 

ensure that NABS continues the tradition of having an Annual Dive Summit during which we 

can enjoy diving, fellowship, exploration and education together.  The NABS Summit 
Committee has worked endlessly to ensure that NABS provides you with a value-added Summit 

for your hard-earned dollars. 

 

This year marks NABS’ nineteenth Annual Dive Summit and first in Freeport, Grand Bahama.  

NABS is excited about hosting all of you in Freeport given the richness of the Island’s culture 

and the beauty of its people and environment.  On NABS’ and my behalf, I want to thank some 

special people who have made it possible for NABS to bring the Summit to Freeport.  First, I am 

greatly indebted to Keith Cooper, my brother and confidant, for being the major impetus for 

NABS coming to Grand Bahama Island.  I also thank his co-workers at UNEXSO for their 

support and generosity.  I thank Rose Marie Wildgoose, affectionately known as “Ms. Paddy,” 

and Fritz Thompson, owner of Simply Native restaurant, for their gracious support and 

hospitality.  I pay great homage to Carmel Churchill and Stephanie Clarke, with the Our Lucaya 

hotels, and Terrence Roberts and his staff at the Bahamas’ Ministry of Tourism for their 

significant and generous contributions and support.  And to my Summit Committee members and 

the NABS family:  Thanks to ya’ll; we are going to have a ball! 

 

God Bless You, 

 

Rufus Meyers 

 









From the President’s Pen 

 

                                      
 

This year 2009 is quickly coming to an end. By the time you read this, we will be at 

our 20th Annual NABS Summit in the Grand Bahamas. As I look back over the 
years at my first NABS Summit in the Grand Caymans, I have been hooked on 

NABS ever since. In fact, if it had not been for NABS, I would not have met all the 

local divers in the Detroit area – that I personally know and for sure the divers 
throughout the USA and the world. It is truly a labor of love.  

 
We, the Members of NABS really have something going on. Without the dedication 

and help of each of you, NABS would not survive. Sometimes, it seems that we are 
not moving in the ‘right’ direction, but that is when we need the NABS Members to 

step up to the plate and help us out. We have an “Open Door” policy that makes it 
easy for our members to get in touch with us -- anytime. 

 

I would like to take the time to thank our Board Members and Committee Chairs, 
without this group of hardworking NABS folks, many things would not get done. 

Carlyn Cole – Vice President; Vicky Orem – Treasurer; Keasha Madison – 
corresponding Secretary; Francine Whittington – Recording Secretary and 

Webmaster; Jeff Dooley – Safety Officer; Michele Dowdy – Midwest Rep; Kim 
Yarbrough – Southern Rep; Tina Houston – Western Rep; Norman Berhannan – 

Northeastern Rep; Ric Powell and Jose’ Jones Co-Founders; Rufus Meyers – 

Summit Committee Chair; Jimi Mack – NABS Awards Committee Chair; Ken 
Stewart – Youth Committee Chair; Mario Matthews – Election Committee Chair; 

John Sweat – NABS Facebook Chair. Of course, there are many others that are 
behind the scenes that make these goals a reality.  Along with each member, this 

makes up our NABS Organization. 
 

While here in the Bahamas enjoying the Summit – the food, the diving, friends old 
and new, the music, just remember we all have something to be very thankful and 

proud for – life itself. Until next time, enjoy each day and dive safely. 

 
Vernon 

We are Family 
***-***-**** 



The NABS’ 2009 Summit Winning Raffle Ticket Holder 

Raffle Tickets will be on-sale for $10.00 each at the 2009 NABS Summit 
Cash and Checks accepted 

4 2009 NABS Summit 



NABS Summit Schedule 

 
 

Wednesday, November 4             Time             Location 

• Board of Directors’ Meeting 11:00  - 12:00 AM          Royal Palm I 

• Presidents’ Meeting    1:00  -   2:00 PM          Royal Palm I  

• Aqua Corps’ Meeting    3:00  -   4:00 PM          Royal Palm I  

• NABS Foundation Meeting   4:00  -   5:00 PM          Royal Palm I  

• Registration     4:00  -   6:00 PM          Royal Beach Club 1053 

• Election Voting               4:00  -   6:00 PM          Royal Beach Club 1053 

• “Show Your Colors” Dinner*   7:30  -  11:30 PM            Salon III & IV 

• Night Cap Rendezvous         11:45 PM  - 12:00 AM        Prop Club  

 

*Wear your dive club’s or NABS’ attire 

 
 

 

 

Thursday, November 5            Time             Location 

• Breakfast      6:30  -  11:00 AM          Willy Broadleaf 

• NABS Morning Dive    7:30  -  12:00 AM          UNEXSO 

• NABS Exercise Rendezvous   8:30  -  11:30 AM          Fitness Center 

• Dolphin Dive     8:30  -  11:30 AM          UNEXSO 

• Island Tours       9:00 AM -  1:00 PM          Radisson Lobby 

• NABS Afternoon Dive               1:00  -   5:30 PM          UNEXSO 

• Shark Dive     8:30  -  11:30 AM          UNEXSO 

• NABS Swimming Lesson    3:00  -    4:30 PM          Radisson Infinity Pool 

• Diving With a Purpose     4:00  -    5:00 PM          Royal Palm I 

• Happy Hour     5:00  -    6:00 PM          Prop Club  

• Bahamian Soiree*     6:30  -    10:00 PM          Count Basie Square at  

                               Port Lucaya  

                 Marketplace 

• NABS Casino Night  10:00 -   11:00 PM          Casino at the Radisson  

• NABS Party   10:00 -   12:00 AM          Prop Club  

 

*Jeans N’ and Junkanoo Night (wear your jeans) 

 

 

All locations are at the Radisson unless otherwise indicated. 
Schedule is subject to change. 

 



NABS Summit Schedule 
 

Friday, November 6             Time             Location 

• Breakfast      6:30  -  11:00 AM          Willy Broadleaf 

• NABS Morning Dive    7:30  -  12:00 AM          UNEXSO 

• NABS Exercise Rendezvous   8:30  -  11:30 AM          Fitness Center 

• Dolphin Dive     8:30  -  11:30 AM          UNEXSO 

• Island Tours           9:00 AM -  1:00 PM          Radisson Lobby 

• Intro to Scuba Program               2:00  -   4:00 PM          UNEXSO 

• NABS Afternoon Dive               1:00  -   5:30 PM          UNEXSO 

• Shark Dive     8:30  -  11:30 AM          UNEXSO 

• NABS Group Picture    5:00  -   5:15 PM          Manor House Lawn 

• Aqua Corp Group Picture    5:15  -   5:30 PM          Manor House Lawn 

• Happy Hour     5:00  -   7:00 PM          Prop Club  

• NABS General Membership   6:30  -   8:30 PM          Saloon III 

Meeting                  

• NABS Night Out*     9:30  -  1:00 PM          Neptune Club at Port 

   Lucaya Marketplace 

* Wear Chic Island Attire.  No cover charge or drink for first 50 NABS guests wearing 

wrist band.           

 

Saturday, November 7   Time    Location 

• Breakfast      6:30  -  11:00 AM          Willy Broadleaf 

• NABS Exercise Rendezvous   8:30  -  11:30 AM          Fitness Center 

• NABS Morning Dive    7:30  -  12:00 AM          UNEXSO 

• Island Tours       9:00 AM -  1:00 PM          Radisson Lobby 

• Intro to Scuba Program  10:00  -  12:00 AM          UNEXSO  

• NABS Beach Party  12:30  -    3:30 PM          Prop Club Beach 

o Fitness Challenge 
o Bid Wisk Tournament 
o Lunch  

• Cocktail Hour    12:30  -   3:30 PM          Prop Club 

• Dinner Cocktails                 7:00   -  7:30 PM          Pavilion  

• NABS Gala*      7:30 PM – 1:00 AM          Pavilion 

*White Night – wear chic white attire.       
 

 

Sunday, November 9   Time    Location 

• Airport Departures  Various            Various 

• Breakfast      6:30  -  11:00 AM           Willy Broadleaf 

• Bible Service     9:00  -  10:30 AM            Royal Palm I 

 

All locations are at the Radisson unless otherwise indicated. 
Schedule is subject to change. 



 
 

 

Re Elect Vernon E. Beard Sr. for NABS President - 2010 
 

Greetings  Brothers and Sisters of NABS, 

 

 I come to you seeking to continuing the position of NABS’ President  for 1/1/2010 – 

12/31/2011.  As current President with the help of the NABS Board and all of the 

members we have accomplished the following in the past 23 months: 

 

• Gold Card for Lifetime members - to show our appreciation of our Members 

• Made it possible for our members to obtain Lifetime status via the lay-a-way 
plan 

• Completed the 6th Youth Summit in Savannah GA with over 35 youth  plus 
chaperons. 

• Established a positive relationship with NOAA and NABS: dive training  and 
skills in the National Preserves.  NOAA helped developed the curriculum for 

the Youth Summit. 

• Diving With a Purpose continue to do great work with National Park Service 
to the extent that DWP and NABS was invited and presented an award at the 

White House for our service. 

•  Continue in the NABS Tradition with Annual Summits, President Meetings in 
different states and at the summits, Monthly Board Meetings, newsletters, 

information available on the NABS Website,  Open Communication with all 

our members  

•  Current NABS President, NABS Vice President, Regional Rep, Aqua Corps 
Member, Instructor Rating, Member of MASK Dive club. 

• We are Family   ***-***-****...Lets continue together! 





Welcome to Freeport NABS! 

Congratulations on your 19th  

Annual Summit 



 The National Association of Black Scuba Divers 

 

 

Mission Statement:  To create a network of people and resources that provide educational experiences 

that enhance and promote an appreciation of diving and an awareness of the aquatic environment.  This 

network will build unity and camaraderie to transfer the legacy to future generations. 

 

The Organization:  The National Association of Black Scuba Divers, Inc. (NABS) was founded in January 

1991 by Dr. A. Jose Jones and Ric Powell.  It has been a catalyst for promoting scuba diving throughout 

the African-American community.  A national organization was needed to address the common interests 

of African-American divers.  Membership is open to anyone regardless of race, color, ethnic origin, 

religion, sex, national origin, age or handicap. 

NABS was formed as a non-prof it organization for the following purposes: 

• To promote scuba diving, water sports skills, and environmental awareness and conservation 

• To help develop educational programs that will stimulate interest and knowledge in the sport of 

scuba diving 

• To provide scholarships for college students studying marine and environmental sciences 

• To sponsor scuba trips and open water educational experiences 

• To serve as a clearinghouse for scuba safety, training and technical information 

 

Charter and affiliate clubs are comprised of people with similar interests joining together to network and 

share their common experiences.  NABS members stand to benefit from many services that this 

organization can provide.  Some of the benefits and services include: 

• Diving with a national network of friends 

• Sharing skills, experiences and advice 

• Attending symposia and conferences related to diving and  the marine environment 

• Taking regional, national and international dive trips 

• Exposure through the national media 

• Opportunities to participate in dive experiences with national organizations 

• Assistance in bringing awareness of the aquatic world to local youth and the local community 







NABS LIFETIME MEMBERS  

Thunder Lane 
Albert Jose Jones, Ph.D. 
Gary McGee 
John Sweat 
Ray Swann, III 
Ric Powell 
E.K. Johnson, III, M.D. 
Karen Johnson 
Richard Hill 
Carlos Hodges 
Ronald Brooks 
Paul Edwards 
David Barfield 
Worthington Ross 
Alex Colvin 
Eugene Eldridge, Jr. 
Gary Sullivan 
Kim Viola 
E. David Samuel 
Dr. Donella Wilson 
Major Nimock, Jr. 
Dwayne Dickerson 
Wydell Feazell 
Chris Searles 
Alvin Anderson, Jr. 
George Epps 
Vernetta Edward 
Major C. Vann Bivings 
Derek Fort 
Evelyn Milhouse-Fort 
Paula C. Jones 
Al Donatto 
Tim Smith 
 Denise Brewer 
Stanley Mattos 
Woodrow Myers, Jr. 
Debra Myers 
Bobby E. Simmons 
Michael Cassell 
Janine White 
Irene Sullivan 
Marie Williams 
J. Givens 
Traci Lennon 
Chris Tubbs, Ph.D. 
Robin Tubbs 
Charles McLeod 
Eugene Niles 
Rita Matthews Niles 
Dr. Charles Darke 
Tyrie Bivings 
Rhoda Green 
McHenry “Skip” Norman 
James Little 
Paul Dockery 
Sharon Fontaine-Brown 
Chris Powell 
Iris Powell 
Stephen Fisher, MD 
 

John Burns, Jr. 
Dr. Elmer Bowman 
Andrew Rector 
Sonya Hill 
Cheryl Dennis 
Saundra Woods 
Kenneth Moon 
Richard Nelson 
Bob Williams 
Bruce Bradford 
Michael Craghead 
Luis Chapman 
Madeliene Dobbins 
Albert Dobbins, III 
Rosalyn Woolfolk 
John Hoagland 
Robert Catlett 
Judge Joseph Brown 
Paul Washington, Jr. 
Veronica Ampey 
Deborah Namdar 
Sidney Johnson 
Jimmie Mack 
Kimberly Partlow 
Arthur Miller 
William Murrain 
Veronica Murrain 
Bruce Mitchell 
Carlyn R. Cole 
Tonia McNeal 
Ivan Donovan 
Corey Joyner 
Robert Brown 
Vernon Beard 
Karen Napier 
Pete Taylor, III 
Sherilyn Cooke 
Michael Cottman 
Donald Hudson 
Myles Redding 
Richard Banks, Sr. 
Elizabeth Banks 
Martin Dougall 
Charles Brooks, Jr. 
Nikki DeJesus 
Ron Parker 
Grant Johnson  
Kenneth Howard 
Reggie Callender 
Maj. Harlan Ballard 
Frances Arzu 
Dr. Brian Coleman 
Yvonne Coleman 
Cedric Beasley, Ph.D. 
Yolanda Smith 
Raymond Robinson 
James Rollins 
Jeffrey Dooley 
Mooketsi “Pop” Motsisi 
 

JoAnn Wade 
Bill Wesley 
John Williams 
Herman Randolph 
Lucia Hudson 
Kenneth Brown 
Patrick Currence 
Guy Blocker 
Shakiri Murrain 
Elizabeth Swann 
Melissa Barfield 
Kimberley Myers 
Zachary Myers 
Cheryl Buck-Patterson 
Phimar Patterson 
Mario Matthews 
Leroy Walker 
Darrell Hubbard 
Ed Clark 
Carla Dixon, MD 
Charles Darke, Jr. 
Tonja Gadsden, MD 
Sonya Burnett-Allen 
Tonya Brewington 
Morris Cunningham 
Barbara Thomas 
Andre Smith 
Karen Robillard 
Gilda Dockery 
Adrienne McAdory 
Catherine Mitchell 
David Young 
Brion Gross 
Sylvester Smith 
Veronica Jackson 
Tanya Lewis 
Lance Garrett 
Charles Lumpkin, Jr. 
Ronald Arbuckle 
Art Clay 
Verne Hendricks 
Michael Thomas 
Kim Yarbrough 
Dahari Brooks 
Bruce Brimson 
Angel Goldsboro-Lee 
Jerome V. Lee 
Jerome V. Lee, Jr 
Karen Taylor 
George Claude 
James “JJ” Johnson 
Carlton Parkinson 
Angela Jones 
Terry Klug 
Elwood Cooke 
Sherman Perkins 
Michael Maxwell 
Charles Jolley 
 





Best Wishes and Continued 

Success to NABS 


